
 

AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING LA JUNTA HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION BOARD 
LA JUNTA, CO 
APRIL 13, 2026 

4:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

601 COLORADO AVENUE 

 

 
  
CALL TO ORDER   

ROLL CALL (City Clerk)  
 
Board Members  
Bennett  
Hill  
Lively  
Madrid  
Mason  

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION   

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (Chairperson)   

A. Regular Meeting February 9, 2026 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Treasurer)   

REPORTS   

A. 2024 Northeast La Junta Cultural Resource Survey 

NEW BUSINESS   

A. Board Member Letter of Interest (Chairman) (Action) 

 1. Robert Fowler 

B. Historic Site Designation Applications (Chairman) (Action) 

 1. 322 Santa Fe Avenue 

 2. 902 Belleview Avenue 

C. Public Outreach Budget - April 25, 2026 (Chairman) (Action) 

D. Director Comments 

 1. CLG Subgrant Program Fiscal Year 2026 

 2. Saving Places - The Case for Preservation 

 3. CPI On the Road in Buena Vista - June 13 & 14, 2026 

E. Governing Body’s Comments 
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ADJOURN   
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CALL TO ORDER:  The Historic Preservation Advisory Board (CLG) held a regular meeting on 

Monday, February 9, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.  The meeting was called to order 

by Chairperson Ben Mason. 

Board Members Present   Absent 

Nancy Bennett  - arrived 4:06 p.m.  Toni Madrid 

Aimee Hill 

Erika Lively – arrived 4:04 p.m. 

Ben Mason 

 

     

 

Also present:  Cristian Estrada, Deputy City Clerk/HPAB Secretary 

   Melanie Scofield, City Clerk/HPAB Director 

   Pam Denahy, Dir. Economic Development/Tourism 
    

  

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION: There was no citizen participation. 

 

MINUTES:  December 8, 2025 

Chairperson Mason asked if there were any corrections or additions to be made to the December 

8, 2025 minutes. Hearing no corrections or additions, a motion was made.   

 

MOTION THAT THE OCTOBER 6, 2025 CLG REGULAR MINUTES BE ACCEPTED AS 

PUBLISHED:  HILL 

SECOND:  LIVELY  

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION:  There was no discussion 

VOTE:  The motion carried unanimously 

 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  Cristian Estrada, CLG Secretary/Treasurer gave the financial 

statement. 

 

The financial statement for CLG is as follows: 

 

 1ST QUARTER 2026 

Balance Forward +$7,000.00 

 2026 New Balance +$7,000.00 

 Balance   $ 14,000.00 

 

MOTION THAT THE FIRST QUARTER CLG FINANCIAL STATEMENT BE ACCEPTED 

AS PRESENTED:  BENNETT 

SECOND:  HILL 

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION:  There was no discussion 

VOTE:  The motion carried unanimously 
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REPORTS: 

A. America 250 – Colorado 150 Community Outreach 

• Pam Denahy gave a report regarding the America 2050 – Colorado 150 celebration. 

Just giving a brief overview and answer questions; can return to discuss more in the 

future if the board requests. 

o 2026 – America will celebrate 250 years of independence (known as the semi 

quincentennial); at the same time, Colorado will celebrate the 150th 

anniversary of entering the union (known as the sesquicentennial). Colorado 

is the only state that will be celebrating the “twin anniversaries” with the 

union, and this is known as the “sesquisemiquincentennial” celebration. 

o As advisory panel members, here to help communities that are looking to 

elevate events and to be able to honor this commemoration, and there are 

multiple ways to do that: either by creating an entirely new event, or by 

elevating one of the current events that La Junta offers. 

1. Have had conversations with the Chamber of Commerce – they will 

move the date of Early Settler’s Day to August 1st, which is Colorado’s 

birthday. In talks with how to bring this commemoration to that 

celebration. 

2. Oral Histories from History Colorado will be here at that celebration as 

well as at this year’s Tarantula Fest. 

Further discussion was had regarding suggestions for how to advertise, announce, and involve the 

community for the America 250 – Colorado 150 commemoration. Discussion was also had 

regarding how the HPAB can also be involved and how the board can share information regarding 

Historic Preservation (similarly to what was shared at the community outreach, but condensed) at 

the commemoration. Sharing where the city was in the past in comparison to today, and what the 

future may also hold.  

 

B. 2022 Downtown La Junta Historic Survey 

• Ben Mason thanked Melanie Scofield for the work that she put into the public 

outreach a few weekends ago; couldn’t have been more pleased with the turnout, 

despite the inclement weather. Looking forward to the public outreach at the end of 

April. 

• Erika Lively – there were 9 out of the 20 invited attendees that were present; which 

is amazing (nearly 50% attended) for the first time ever doing this kind of meeting. 

It will only get better. It was a helpful back and forth from the participants. 

 

C. 2024 Northeast La Junta Cultural Resource Survey 

• Ben Mason – nervous about how much time is left with this. An additional work 

session may need to be set, as there needs to be more discussed. 

• Melanie Scofield – final survey report will be ready by the first part of March. Once 

received, the board must review the results and have questions ready. A meeting 

will need to be set up in March regarding a possible historic district that has been 

identified. The survey expires on June 1st, and the surveyors are on track and 

following the scope of their work.  
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• Erika Lively – would like to see another event similar to the one had a few weeks 

ago with the community outreach had for the 2022 survey.  

• Melanie Scofield – a work session should be set up for reviewing the results of this 

survey, as well. There is a lot of information. March 9th would be the best date for 

the work session.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Election of Officers for 2026 

• Chairman 

 

MOTION TO NOMINATE BEN MASON TO REMAIN THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD: BENNETT 

SECOND: HILL 

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION: There was no discussion 

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously 

 

• Vice-Chairman 

 

MOTION TO NOMINATE TONI MADRID TO REMAIN THE VICE-CHAIR OF THE 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD: BENNETT 

SECOND: MASON 

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION: There was no discussion 

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously 

 

B. Application for Historic Site Designation 

• Maureen Rikhof – congratulated the board for the successful public outreach 

meeting held a few weeks ago; 9 participants despite the inclement weather is 

amazing. There was a lot of energy and it was exciting. The process for historic 

designation is daunting, but it is very rewarding. Is excited to share any information 

with anyone interested/also applying for historic designation. 

 

Maureen Rikhof continued to share the application that she had submitted, as well as background 

information on the history of the Chestnut Apartments and how much of an impact the apartment 

building had on La Junta with bringing in new people from the railroad. Maureen also shared that 

the Chestnut Apts. is a significant architecture specimen. Original architectural drawings were 

provided, despite there being no currently-found historic photos of the building. More research 

will be done to locate more information and photographs. Some modifications have been and are 

being done to the building, but nothing significant to negatively impact the designation process. 

 

MOTION TO TABLE THE APPLICATION FOR 322 SANTA FE AVE. UNTIL THE APRIL 

HPAB MEETING OR UNTIL A SPECIAL MEETING IS CALLED: HILL 

SECOND: BENNETT 

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION: There was no discussion 
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VOTE: The motion carried unanimously 

 

C. Increase Membership by two (2) Duly Appointed Members 

• Melanie Scofield – On the quadrennial review that the HPAB had – Lindsey 

Flewelling is thrilled with the findings, the only ding the board had was that the 

HPAB did not have at least five (5) active members since Erin Monroy left the 

board. Cannot have even numbers, which is why the request was submitted for 

adding two (2) additional board members which would increase the total to seven 

(7) board members. The bylaws state that the board needs AT LEAST five (5) 

members. 

 

MOTION TO INCREASE MEMBERSHIP BY TWO (2) DULY APPOINTED MEMBERS TO 

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD: BENNETT 

SECOND: HILL 

ABSENT: MADRID 

DISCUSSION: There was no discussion 

VOTE: The motion carried unanimously 

 

D. Director Comments – Melanie Scofield, City Clerk/HPAB Director, gave the director 

comments. 

1. Continuing from the quadrennial review, Lindsey’s basic recommendations were to:  create 

a preservation plan, work with partners such as Economic Development and Main Street, 

and to keep doing the public engagement on the benefits and incentives of preservation. 

2. CLG Subgrant Program Fiscal Year 2026 

• Just about everything is filled out; were able to send a draft to Lindsey for review, 

and have received it back with her recommendations with the wording and 

verbiage. It is all due February 20, 2026. In the middle of receiving estimates from 

several different consultants to be included in the report, as well as letters of 

support addressed to Lindsey stating why the board thinks it is important to have 

a preservation plan.  

i. Erika Lively – The board can put out a request for letters. The library, for 

example, could state the importance because they do have an archive, members 

of the museum as they focus on history. 

ii. Nancy Bennett – It may be beneficial to get a letter from someone in the public, 

too. 

iii. Aimee Hill – La Junta Rotary is also drafting a letter that I will not sign. It will 

be signed by the head of the Rotary. 

3. Last thing to report is a reminder to everyone on the board that there are the Saving Places 

seminars that are happening during the week. The Power Board Room here in the 

Municipal Building will be set up for watching the seminars. These can be watched at your 

own locations, but will be hosted here in case anyone would like to participate.  

 

E. Governing Body Comments 

• Erika Lively – Had a question with regard to the resources pamphlet that was given 

out at the last community outreach; could it be improved upon by adding more of 

the resources presented to the pamphlet? Or perhaps even having an additional 
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sheet that sits inside the pamphlet. That way the information is in front of them, 

rather than sending people on a search. 

• Ben Mason – pleased with the turnout of the outreach event. It is fun to focus on 

what the board does good, but it is good to improve for the next outreach event at 

our next work session. 

• Erika Lively – maybe even having participants bring a dish that represents their 

culture – whether it be something like Tamales; that is a way that some CLGs are 

doing community outreach.  

 

F. Next Scheduled Meeting:  March 9, 2026 (work session). 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:02 p.m. 

 

 

___________________________________  ________________________________ 

Cristian Estrada, Deputy City Clerk              Ben Mason, Chairperson 
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